2022 National Collection Week Devotionals
The following devotionals provide a scripture and prayer focus for each day of National
Collection Week. Whether you choose to reflect on them individually or with your team, we
pray these devotionals will encourage you as you serve!

Day One: November 14, 2022
“Let the little children come to Me, and do not forbid them; for of such is
the kingdom of God. Assuredly, I say to you, whoever does not receive the
kingdom of God as a little child will by no means enter it.” - Mark 10:14-15
Finoana is a 9-year-old boy in Madagascar. Three years ago, he received
a shoebox at his church. He was impacted by the small red car in his box.
He participated in The Greatest Journey class and committed his life to
Jesus. He then gathered some children near his home and preached the
Gospel to them. Finoana now desires to become a preacher.
Finoana was an only child. He began to pray for God to give him a sibling,
and on July 13, 2020, his mom gave birth to a little girl after many years
of being unable to conceive. Finoana praised God because his mom had
a smooth delivery and God answered his prayer—now he has a sister!
Finoana has also started his own ministry: with a notebook, he goes
door-to-door asking people how he can pray for them. All the prayer requests are written in his notebook, and Finoana prays for each one. This
year, he is on his second notebook. In his own words: “I sometimes wake up at 2 or 3 a.m. and pray for these people. I
also lead a small prayer group with my grandmother.”
Sandrine, a girl who also received a shoebox, joined Finoana in going door-to-door and praying for people. It is amazing that through a shoebox, God is raising intercessors and preachers!
As we begin this special week focused on collecting these Gospel opportunities that are on their way into
the hands of children like Finoana and Sandrine, may we give God thanks and praise for His great love for
all the children of the world.
Prayer Points
Today our prayers will be focused on the children who will receive the shoebox gifts.
• Pray for God to meet their physical, emotional, and spiritual needs.
• Pray for God to make a way for every child invited to an outreach event to be able to attend.
• Pray that the shoebox gifts will serve as a reminder to these children that they have a Father in Heaven Who loves
them, sees them, and knows them by name.
• Pray that when they hear the Gospel, they will call upon the name of Jesus and be saved.
Our Heavenly Father, we know how You love the children of the world. Jesus told us that we are not to hinder them
from coming to Him, because the kingdom of God belongs to such as these. We ask for Your hand of favor upon all
these shoeboxes to accomplish Your plans and purposes in the lives of these precious children and their families. We
pray that each child who hears the Gospel will respond and accept Jesus as their Savior. We pray this in the Name
above all names, Who took these children in His arms, put His hands on them, and blessed them. Amen.
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Day Two: November 15, 2022
“In everything I showed you that by working hard in this way you must help the
weak and remember the words of the Lord Jesus, that He Himself said, ‘It is
more blessed to give than to receive.’” - Acts 20:35
Each morning in November 2019, as Bill pulled out of his subdivision in Arkansas and headed to work, he noticed a beautifully wrapped 53-ft. trailer in the
church parking lot across the highway from where he lives. He asked a friend
about it, and the friend explained that the trailer is wrapped with the Operation
Christmas Child logo and in a few weeks it will be packed with shoeboxes,
which will eventually be sent all over the world to tell children about Jesus. Bill
learned this will be the first time many of these children ever receive a gift.
Immediately, he became interested in packing a shoebox. He said he wanted to
buy things for a child that they otherwise may never get. Bill asked about items
that go into a shoebox and the friend made a shopping list for him. Bill packed
two shoebox gifts!
Bill’s wife had passed away the previous year after a lengthy illness. He was
going through a very difficult season in his life but packing those two shoebox gifts eventually led him to Jesus. Bill
said, “I began falling in love with Jesus.”
Bill attended church for the first time in many years on Sunday, Dec. 8, 2019. About six weeks later, he joined a Sunday school class and has attended faithfully. In August 2020, during an OCC work day at church, while making 100
fishing kits for the 10–14-year-old boy shoeboxes, Bill told his pastor that he had asked Jesus into his heart to be his
Lord and Savior. Bill was baptized on Sunday, August 30, 2020, making public what Jesus had already done in
his heart.
Bill has now become a year-round shopper for shoebox items. He told a lady at the bank about packing shoebox gifts.
When Bill returned to the bank a couple of weeks later, the lady gave him a bag of nine washcloths she had crocheted
for him to put in his shoebox gifts. Bill tells people that packing shoebox gifts led him to Jesus!
Today, as we welcome all those who have taken the time to pack shoeboxes, like Bill, let us rejoice in the
blessings of giving. And may God give us many divine appointments with these “givers” of the precious
truth of the Gospel of Our Lord and Savior.
Prayer Points
Today our prayers will be focused on the people who are packing shoebox gifts.
• Pray that each person that packs a shoebox gift will understand the eternal impact that is possible with each shoebox gift given in the Name of Jesus.
• Pray that anyone who does not already know Jesus as their Savior would have an opportunity to accept Him.
• Pray that The Lord will provide enough shoebox gifts to reach another 11 million children worldwide with the Gospel.
• Pray that the Lord will provide all the financial resources to cover all the transportation and projectrelated expenses.
Our Heavenly Father, we thank you today for all those who have been moved to give shoebox gifts this year. May
each one of these donors comprehend the great hope they are giving to children around the world and may they give
cheerfully and with great joy. We ask You, Father, for an abundance of these shoebox gifts to meet all the needs of the
children You have prepared to receive them this year. And we ask for the provision to get them safely into their hands.
We ask this all in the Name of the One who gave His own life so that we may have eternal life. Amen.
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Day Three: November 16, 2022
“Now to Him who is able to do far more abundantly beyond all that we ask or
think, according to the power that works within us, to Him be the glory in the
church and in Christ Jesus to all generations forever and ever. Amen.”
- Ephesians 3:20-21
For some time it had been on the hearts of Aristide, the National Coordinator for Gabon, and his team, to focus on reaching the Baka people,
who are scattered throughout Gabon and parts of Cameroon. The Baka
live on the margins of society and are often rejected and discriminated
against. They have typically not had access to education and other social
services and have remained mostly outside the reach of the Gospel and
evangelistic efforts of churches. But this is changing!
The Operation Christmas Child National Leadership Team formed a plan
to work with locals in the region. They set up a prayer network to begin
interceding for the Baka people and for the outreaches months in advance, and planned The Greatest Journey classes.
The results of the outreach were beyond what anyone expected. The entire village prayed to receive Jesus, and everyone—including the village chief—enrolled in The Greatest Journey!
Aristide has already met with two more pastors who have a heart to reach the Baka people and want to partner with
Operation Christmas Child to do so. The plan is to build on what has been learned and accomplished this season, to
reach even more Baka villages in the next year.
As God continues to call people to serve Him with their giftings, time, and resources as volunteers on the
sending side of Operation Christmas Child, may we remember to seek Our Father in prayer just as the
volunteer team did in Gabon. May we be inspired as we serve together today in unity and according to the
power of God that works within each of us.
Prayer Points
Today our prayers will be focused on OCC volunteers.
• Pray for strength and protection for the over 10,000 year-round domestic Connect Volunteers.
• Pray for the physical safety of all those serving at Drop-off Locations across all sending countries.
• Pray that volunteers will be encouraged by the Lord and filled with joy as they serve in their various roles.
• Pray that Connect Volunteers will have opportunities to share the reason they serve in OCC all year long.
Our Heavenly Father, we lift the amazing volunteers who serve You today. May each and every one sense Your delight
over them. Thank you, Father, for their commitment to serving You with their time, energy, and talents, and may You
keep them from all harm, watching over their coming and going, both now and forevermore. We ask for your favor to
rest upon each one, keeping them safe, healthy, and inspired to persevere. And Father, as Lord of the Harvest, you
promised the nations to Jesus as His inheritance. So we ask that you would call more workers into the harvest field for
the sake of Your Kingdom. In Jesus’ Name, Amen.

3

Rev: 10/2022

Day Four: November 17, 2022
“Commit your way to the LORD, trust
also in Him, and He will do it.”
- Psalm 37:5
A rural village in Colombia is difficult
to access when the weather is rainy.
The OCC National Leadership Team
was praying over an outreach event,
and when the day came, the weather was adverse. The team feared no
children would attend because of
the torrential rain that fell that day—
human thought told them to cancel everything. But the Spirit convicted them
to continue with the outreach event.
The entire team gathered in the place of the event two hours early to give thanks and worship to God. While this was
taking place, the children began to arrive, even before the scheduled time—some with umbrellas, others on bicycles,
and still others running. This was an emotional and special moment because the children came in response to the
invitation to come learn the Word of God. About 15 minutes before the event, the rain slowed and allowed many more
children to arrive at the event.
Many of the children were also accompanied by their parents, who also heard the Gospel, and many made the decision
of faith and promised to bring their children back to participate in The Greatest Journey.
As we see our brothers and sisters in Colombia look to the Lord to fulfill their desire to reach children in a
seemingly impossible situation, may our own faith and trust in our King grow and cause us to step out in
faith as He leads us.
Prayer Points
Today our prayers will be focused on the global logistics of OCC.
• Pray for the safe and timely delivery of shoebox gifts to all receiving countries.
• Pray for the OCC staff and volunteers worldwide as they face a variety of challenges sending shoebox gifts.
• Pray that God will grant great wisdom and favor for warehousing and the distribution of shoebox gifts in
each country.
• Pray that God would open the doors in all countries still seeking government clearance.
Our Heavenly Father, it is only by Your great power and protection that millions of shoebox gifts can be given into the
hands of millions of children. As we look at all that is necessary to make this happen, we are in awe and total dependence on You. We know if we commit our way to You, placing our faith and trust in You, we need not be anxious. We
come boldly to Your throne of mercy and grace, asking and looking expectantly for you to move across the globe to
accomplish the humanly impossible. We pray this in the Name that is the very greatest gift of all, our Jesus. Amen.
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Day Five: November 17, 2022
“I am not asking on behalf of these alone, but also for those who believe in Me through their word, that they may all be one; just as You,
Father, are in Me and I in You, that they also may be in Us, so that
the world may believe that You sent Me.” - John 17:20-21
Early in the conflict in Ukraine, refugees from cities and villages
that had come under intense shelling passed through the city of
Poltava. They often stopped for a couple of days to rest before
continuing their journey to safety in the west. A local church that is
a long-time OCC Ministry Partner received over 400 refugees.
Local volunteers prepared hot meals for the military, took care of refugees, and provided shelter and food.
Volodymyr, the Coordinator of the OCC Regional Leadership Team, said that in these difficult days of war, people are
especially open to the Good News and are thirsty for the words of eternal life. Among those 400 refugees, he met
some who were refugees for the second time. Two Afghan families had been living in Kharkiv after they left Afghanistan, hoping they would finally enjoy life in a world free from war. However, war caught up with them in Ukraine.
“I spoke to one of the Afghani fathers and explained that we have something special for their children—they just need to
bring them together,” said Volodymyr. “I told him that I would very much like to share the Good News with their children.”
The man agreed that Volodymyr could share the Gospel and shoebox gifts with the children. Volodymyr watched as the
father listened intently to the Gospel presentation. Volodymyr enjoyed seeing the children open their shoeboxes with
no sign of fear of war on their faces and their fathers smiling.
“I do not know what was going on in the heart of these men, but the most important thing is that the seed of the Word
of God was planted in the hearts and souls of these people. They were helped to get on the evacuation transport, and
they went all the way through Western Ukraine to Germany.”
Volodymyr believes that these “twice refugees” found peace in the midst of the war, and he prays that the seed of the
Gospel will bear fruit of salvation in Christ.
As we are halfway through this year’s National Collection Week, let’s take some time to reflect on the goodness of our God, whose faithfulness is overwhelming to use these simple shoebox gifts so that millions in
the world may believe!
Prayer Points
Today our prayers will be focused on the Ministry Partners who distribute the shoebox gifts in each country.
• Pray for our Ministry Partners in countries all around the world—that the unity in Christ will be consistently maintained and clearly evident in every facet of OCC.
• Pray that God will meet all the physical and spiritual needs of our Ministry Partners as they prepare to receive and
distribute the shoebox gifts.
• Pray that the shoebox gifts will be a tool for evangelism and assist pastors and local churches in shining the light
of Jesus in their communities.
• Pray that these Ministry Partners will be committed to evangelism, discipleship, and multiplication.
Our Heavenly Father, we are so very thankful for our brothers and sisters around the world whom You have called to
serve Your Kingdom through OCC. We know You are pleased when your family lives and works together in unity and
we ask for the blessings to flow abundantly to our Ministry Partners who will be receiving and distributing the millions
of shoebox gifts in the next several months. Father, we entrust the many details that are necessary to accomplish the
outreach events to You and ask that all the plans You have will be met to the Glory of Your Name. Lord, may each and
every pastor and church see Your hand of victory in their communities. We ask this all in the Name of Your precious
Son, Whom You sent to us. Amen.
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